28th February 2011

Year 9/10 Guided Pathways Programme 

Dear Parent/ Carer,
You may be aware that the coalition government has made significant changes to the way schools and academies report on student achievement as well as undertaking reviews of the National Curriculum and vocational qualifications. 
I am writing to you to inform you about the implications of these changes for our students and the ways in which we intend to address the changes.
English Baccalaureate –reported on in national performance tables January 2011
The English Baccalaureate was introduced in January 2011 as part of the government’s Education White paper. It is possible that the English Baccalaureate qualification will become a requirement for entry at some colleges and universities in the future. The Baccalaureate provides certification in recognition of students’ achievements [ GCSE A*-C] in English, maths, two sciences, History or Geography and a modern foreign language. In order to provide appropriate opportunities for our students to achieve the Baccalaureate it will be necessary to make changes to the optional subjects within our current year 9 and 10curriculum  

The Wolf Report – the future of vocational qualifications 

The government has commissioned Professor Wolf to conduct a large scale review of vocational qualifications and while the final report is due for publication this March, we anticipate that it will contain key recommendations in relation to the future of Diploma qualifications. The government has indicated that vocational qualifications should involve a more practical focus and ‘hybrid’ qualifications such as Diplomas which are both academic and vocational will not continue. To ensure that our students achieve qualifications which will provide progression opportunities and have currency in future we intend to terminate the diploma courses we are delivering in Sport and Active Leisure and Society Health and Development for the students in years 9 and 10 and replace them with BTEC Certificate programmes which they will achieve at the end of this academic year. This will mean that they have time in year 10 and 11 to pursue qualifications which are included in the English Baccalaureate, should this be considered suitable, or other GCSE options of their choice.
Students will undertake a process of information, advice and guidance over the next fortnight to help them make their choices. For many this will involve continuing with the options they have begun in years 9 or 10 and choosing one new course. 
There will be a meeting for parents and students on Monday 7th March from 6pm-7pm to outline these changes and discuss any individual queries or concerns.

We are very grateful for your support in helping us guide your son/ daughter towards making appropriate choices and decisions and look forward to meeting you on 7th March.
Yours faithfully,

Fiona O’Sullivan

Vice Principal 

